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| A Letter fromthe States-General of the United 


Provinces, to His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. 


Great Sir, | 
Aving refleed. on the Extraordinary Kindneſſes, which 


* the Kings, your Majeſties Predecefſars, have at all times 
expreſt for theſe States, we can hardly credit the Reports 
which are ſpread abroad, That they are become the Ob- 
jets of thoſe Powerful Preparations of War, now made 
by you in your Kingdom: And yet the Intelligence we receive from 
aſl parts, and the diſcourſes, which, as we are informed, your Mini- 
ſters have delivered in the Courts of thoſe Kings and Princes where 
they are Refident, infinuating, that they are madeoniy 2gainſt us : 
We have been defirous with the greateſt ſcrutiny in the World to ex- 
amine, Whether in our A@ions and ConduR, there may have been 
any thing which might induce your Majeſty to turn that Friendſhip, 
wherewith you have hitherto honoured us, into averſion, And having 
not found any thing therein, whereof we might be conſcious to our 
ſelves, nor any thing intimated tous by your Majeſty, we could nor 
be perſwaded, that the Juſtice which regulates the AQions of your 
Government, could permit you to imploy your Arms againſt your moſt 
Ancient and moſt Faithful Allies, without any previous communi- 
cation of the diſguſts, whereof you might defire the Redre(ſs. And 
indeed, ſo far was it from our intention, t6 give your Majeſty occa- 
fion of any, or being any way whatſoever deficient in the obſervance 
of the Treaty at Paris, in the year 1662, that we think we have moſt 
punQually and moſt religiouſly obſerved it: Nay, we ſhall makeir 
our buſineſs immediately to redreſs the diſobſervances and contra- 
ventions, which might any ways happen _— Inadvertency. True 
it is, may it pleaſe your Majeſty , that for ſome time fince, there 
has been ſome diſagreement about Navigation and Commerce; but it 
has been extremely to our regret, who have done afl that could be 
lawfully defired of us, to prevent and take off the difficulties which 
have occaſioned any trouble or inconvenience in both thoſe concerns, 
As wt ſhall yet be ready todo, not only in that reſpe@, but alſo 
in whatever may afſure your Majeſty of the perfe@ Inclination we 


' have, to render you the Honour and age wo which is as much 


due to your Perſon, as to the Eminency of your Dignity, to give 
you all the ſatisfaQion, which you may in reaſon pretend to, Hom 
your beſt and moſt affeionate Allies, to re-eſtabliſh Commerce and 
Navigation in vhe ſame poſture it was in at the time of the laſt Treaty, 
and to promote your A: the greateſt affeioa we could, ' 
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{ſo a5 -wer-te prejudice the obligation we have to our other Allies 
Moreover, Sir, we do not conceive our ſelves oblig'd to juſtifie the 
Military preparations we make by Sea and Land, conſidering the 
ce we daily receivez but would gladly have your Majeſhy 
aſſured, that, we do.it not with a defgo toinjure any, but by an jn- 
{evitzble neceffity; and the Tridiſpenſable obligation which lies upon 
us, - 10; ppotedk our State and'Sybjefts: And that we ſhould be glad to 
lay down our Arms, as ſoon as it ſhall pleaſe you to deliver us out 
of the diſquiet, into which we are put by the preparations which 
Seem. to approach.us on all fides ,: and to aſſure us, that. we haye no 
cauſe to fear yours. We order the Sjeur de Grogt , our Ambaſl; 

For . that purpoſe to defire a particular Audiense of your Maj 
and to entertain you more at large on this Subje, and rgadd h 
whatever may..confribute. to your aſſurance of, the. ſincerity of qur 
Intenrions.. We ſhall not: therefore enlarge this Letter any further, 
ſave- only to pray Gad, &c. 4 | 


© From the Hague, December the 16" 1671, 
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Moſt Deer, Great {4 Alkes, and Confederates, 
we have ' 
'- now with us, upon' what he hath 

- ſented to us uporiyour behalf . i 
much pleafed ro find cherein the ackriewlkedgment you | 
make , of having receiyed,” upon ſeveral {ome 
goreen 'whar' 'hach paſſed figce "vir © comitg+ 6 the 
Wo The rememBtance you ſhout have tcrained of 
I 


given Audience to the Sieur de 

Groot , your Extraordinary Amwbaſlador 

teceived from himthe Letter of the 1oth. of December laſt, 
which you had 6rdered him? to deliver us. +»We are very 
expreſſions of the kindneffes of th: our Dredeceſ- 
=. Bur we'could have wiſhed', that you had fot for- 
; "would have" given you octaflon , without any 

Bieh © 7%. 0. Y ſeruple, 


| C6) 
ſcruple, to have judged leſs favourably then you do, 
of your demeanour towards us. You would have re- 
membred , that you have not obſeryed the Fidelicy due 
co our ancient Alliance ; and that we have not been 
wanting to. give you very advantageous Afiſtances 
when you ſtood in heed of them, for the maintenance 
and ſupport of your State. Nay poſlibly the Innova- 
tions you have made in the bulinels of Commerce, ſince 
the Year 1662. would have appeared to you much leſs 
innocent then ,you repxeſent them ; as to which we 
ars, willjng, to refer Our (elf,: to the ſeatiment of thoſe, 
wh c Akin Jeſs concerned then We are. If ic be 
true, as you acknowledge , That Juſtice is the Rule of 
our ARions,, - and that you are fully ſatisfied with the 
examination you have made of your own , you have 
no eccaſion to be' diſquieted' ar our Military Prepa- 
rations. 'Tis true ,; at. qur return. from, the laſt Expe- 
dition we made into Flanders, that the Infantry guard- 
ing our places in thoſe Parts, might be imploycd aboug 
the Fertifications there, we augmented our Forces, to 
ſecure our Subjects from the Oppreſſion wherewitch 
they were threatned , as well by the exeraordinary Le- 
vies of Foot and*Horſe which you had' raiſed, and che 
Fleet you ad at Sea before, our Coaſts ;- as by the car- 
neſt ſolicications ' which -your Minifters made” in the 
Courts of moſt Princes, to induce them inco Engage- 
ments againſt our Crown. In which procedure ,- we 
have complyed with the Laws of Prudence, and the 
protection We owe, our People. -Nay , we ſball cell 
you , that We ſhall augment our Preparations both by 
Sea and Lind ; | and when, they ſhall be in the poſture 
we have deſigned them , we ſhall make ſuch uſe of 
them, as/we. ſhall conceive ſuitable to. our Dignity, 

whexeof we. are .not obliged to. give any man an ac- 
compt ; promiſing ,our ſelf , that God will blefs with 
ſucceſs, che juſt Reſolutions we ſhall rake, and that they 


will be approved by all the Potentates who _— 
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(7) : 
ſuffer themſelves to be prepoſſeſſed by the finifter Im- 
preſſions, which ſome have made it their buſinels a long 
time to infuſe into them againſt us. 

This is the anſwer we thought fic to make to your 
Letter, though ir was not ſo much written particularly 
co us, as to excite againſt our Intereſts, thoſe Princes, 
in whole Courts ic had been divulged, before we could 
receive It, | | 

Recommending you therefore , Moſt Dear, Great 
Friends , Allies, and Confedergtes, to Gods proteQion, 
Wc. 


From St. Germain en Laye, 


Jan, 6. 162. 


